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Pitt/Big East Football

Replay guru has ties to Pitt program

Thursday, July 21, 2005
By Paul Zeise, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

NEWPORT, RI -- The Big East will use instant replay this season for the first time
and the man in charge of making sureit is done correctly hastiesto Pittsburgh and
the Pitt program.

Brian Lowe, a Mt. Lebanon native and former graduate assistant at Pitt under Walt
Harris, isthe president of the company that has been hired to install the digital
replay software in the conference's eight stadiums and will train the conference's
officialsto useit.

Lowe, who is the president of Green Tree-based DV Sport, demonstrated the
equipment over the weekend for coaches, media and athletic directors who were
gathered for Big East media day.

"The response has been great," Lowe said. "We not only have the Big East, we
have the ACC and SEC, so we have some work to do over the next few weeksin
order to get all the equipment up and running. But it is exciting for us and for the
conferences."

Lowe's system is quicker than the others used for replay because it has a series of
touch screens that allows officials to see a play frame-by-frame without having to
rewind and fast forward. The system, which will tap right into the cameras being
used for television, will be monitored in the press box by areplay official and a
technician.

Asfor the Big East's replay rules, they are very similar to the NFL's in terms of
what plays are reviewable. The replay must also show indisputable evidence that
the call on the field was incorrect or the official's call will not be overturned.

One major difference between the NFL and the Big East isthat the coachesin the
Big East will not be challenging the rulings. Instead, the replay official will review
the plays and can challenge any call he deems worthy of a challenge.

Thereisno limit to the number of a challengesin any game, which some believe
could make games last longer. Big East director of officials John Soffey doesn't
think that it will be an issue.

"Thisisn't going to be every single close call getting challenged,” Soffey said. "
think the officials will be discerning enough to realize a call that may have a
chance to be reversed and one that is way too close to even consider. We want to
correct wrongs and we don't want officials to decide or change the outcome of
games. | don't anticipate that it will take that long or games will be lasting longer
asaresult of it."

Lowe said games that are televised will have a better chance to get plays reviewed
because there will be eight to 12 camera anglesto look at as opposed to only four
for non-televised games.

http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/05202/541225.stm (1 of 2)6/21/2007 9:56:14 AM

From

Central Catholic
and Pitt

to the

Hall of Fame

INO

ALL

MY LIFE IN FOOT

A

Y

follow

Dan Marino’s
career as

he tells it

in his

own words.

Order your
copy today.
Click here.

FEATURED CARS h

Lexus '04 330es Clean.
Garage Kept....

Bobby Rahal Pre-owned
Outlet 724-934-2663...

Bobby Rahal Pre-owned
Outlet 724-934-2663...

Ford '64 Truck V8 Std,
Restored...

Pacifica '04 Touring, Awd,
Lthr. Int., P-sunroof...

CLICK FOR MORE CARS

pust—gamtfﬁ.;tt:ﬁm


http://www.post-gazette.com/sports/
http://www.post-gazette.com/sports/pitt/
http://www.post-gazette.com/sports/pitt/bball.asp
http://www.post-gazette.com/sports/pitt/fball.asp
http://www.post-gazette.com/sports/pitt/bbquestions
http://www.post-gazette.com/sports/pitt/questions/
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/03001/237531-209.stm
http://www.post-gazette.com/sports/inthepaint/
http://oascentral.post-gazette.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.post-gazette.com/sports/pitt/1174361227/Left1/gazette/house_120x60_arts_tvzine/120x60lottery.gif/34326165346665323434623434363430?
http://www.post-gazette.com/sports/fantasybaseball
http://dellfantasysports.com/dell/start.cgi/games/nc/main/radio_login.html?SRC=PPGNP
http://www.post-gazette.com/weather/
http://www.post-gazette.com/sports/pitt/questions/qaform.asp
http://www.post-gazette.com/sports/pitt/questions/bball_qaform.asp
http://www.post-gazette.com/aboutpg/emailheadlines/
http://oascentral.post-gazette.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.post-gazette.com/sports/pitt/361881863/Right1/gazette/Triumph_Marino_05_Sports_right1/160x600triumphmarino.gif/34326165346665323434623434363430?
http://classified.post-gazette.com/cars/featured.asp?mode=one&id=14298041
http://classified.post-gazette.com/cars/featured.asp?mode=one&id=14298041
http://classified.post-gazette.com/cars/featured.asp?mode=one&id=14311050
http://classified.post-gazette.com/cars/featured.asp?mode=one&id=14311050
http://classified.post-gazette.com/cars/featured.asp?mode=one&id=14301239
http://classified.post-gazette.com/cars/featured.asp?mode=one&id=14301239
http://classified.post-gazette.com/cars/featured.asp?mode=one&id=14313159
http://classified.post-gazette.com/cars/featured.asp?mode=one&id=14313159
http://classified.post-gazette.com/cars/featured.asp?mode=one&id=14324036
http://classified.post-gazette.com/cars/featured.asp?mode=one&id=14324036
http://classified.post-gazette.com/cars/featured.asp?mode=all

Replay guru hastiesto Pitt program

L owe graduated from Mt. Lebanon High School in 1985 and played for Boston
College as a place-kicker and punter. He | eft as Boston College's all-time leading
scorer. Hewasin afew NFL camps and played ayear in NFL Europe, but once it
was clear his professional career was not going to materialize he tried to break into
coaching.

Eventually he landed at Pitt, where he served as a graduate assistant under Walt
Harrisin 1997. It wasin that position, while editing tapes, that he realized most of
the technology and videotaping systems available for coaches were not well suited
for producing coaching tapes.

"I was at a coaches conference and talked with arep from Avid Sports, which was
the company that was producing the system we were using at Pitt," Lowe said,
"and | gave him someideas on how | thought it could be made alittle more coach-
friendly. They must have liked my ideas because | was hired and | worked as a
liaison between the company and coaches. That's really how | got my start.”

Avid Sports became Pinnacle Sports and L owe continued to work for the company
until 2001, when he decided to try to produce his own digital video editing and
game analysis software for coaches.

He started DV Sport that year and the company has grown since. Today, the
company has 10 employees and has its technology being used by Central Catholic
and Mt. Lebanon high schools as well as colleges such as Pitt, West Virginia,
Westminster, Washington & Jefferson and Thiel.

The price range for a system is $2,000-$6,000.

"The best thing about our software is high schools can afford it, yet it is good
enough to meet the high standards of the NFL teams," Lowe said. "That's always
been one of my goals and we've achieved it."

(Paul Zeise can be reached at pzel se@post-gazette.com or 412-263-1720.)
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